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Validation Workshop on Draft Report of the Assessment on 
Benefits of Rice Contract Farming Report

On 30 March 2021, the NGO Forum 
on Cambodia (NGOF) co-organized 
with CDRI to host online meeting on 
Validation Workshop on Draft Report 
of the Assessment on Benefits of Rice 
Contract Farming Report. There were 72 
participants from Department of Agro-
industry (MAFF), Ministry of Women 
Affairs (MoWA), PDAFF from Kampong 
Thom and Preah Vihear, University, 
Banking, Private sector-Rice Company, 
Agriculture cooperative, Development 
Partners and INGOs and Agriculture 
Working Group members to joined this 
online meeting.

Keynote Address by Dr. Tek Vannara – 
Executive Director of The NGO Forum on 
Cambodia

I am on behalf of the Civil Society 
Technical Working Group on Agriculture, 
that has been recently renamed from 
Civil Society Food Safety and Security 
Network, facilitated by the NGO Forum 
on Cambodia. We have collaborated 
with Cambodia Development Research 
Institute (CDRI) under the funding from 
Oxfam, Diakonia and HEKS to design and 
commission this study as presented today 
in this validation workshop. The objectives 

of the workshop today are to 1) share the 
finding of the study, and 2) to review the 
final draft of the study by the independent 
consultant and collect all inputs from all 
participants for the better report prior to 
official launching later.  He emphasized 
that there are many other informal 
contracts which have not been recorded. 
In order to increase the export of rice, 
Cambodian government has issued the 
Sub-Decree no. 36 on Contract Farming in 
2011 and will develop and draft law very 
soon. For instance, MAFF has also issued 
the Decision No. 130 on Establishing the 
Preparation Committee to draft the law 
on agricultural products based on contract 
farming on 24 March 2020. Within this 
time, Civil Society, particularly the Civil 
Society Technical Working Group on 
Agriculture shall pay more attention and 
be ready to provide inputs and comments 
based on the actual experiences. The 
report today also serves as information 
gathering for such policy development 
and further decision-making to assure 
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the sustainability, especially the fair and 
equitable benefit-sharing for all actors in 
the contract farming value chain.  

Keynote Address by Dr. Lonn Pichdara 
CDRI Research Fellow and Director 
of Center for Natural Resource and 
Environment
He said that CDRI has conducted similar 
studies with countries in the Mekong 

Region – China, Thailand and Vietnam 
under the fund of Mekong-Lancang 
through Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The 
findings have proved that contract farming 
practices in the region have provided 
tremendous benefits to local communities 
and agricultural cooperatives (ACs) for 
instance, definite market and prices, 
access to more technical training and 
capacity building and human resources, 
access to better seeds for ACs, and also 
access to low-interest financial loans for 
further investment. As mentioned in the 
early by Dr. Tek Vannara, the objectives 
of this validation workshop are to share 
the findings from the study and to invite 
comments and feedbacks in order to 
improve the quality of the report that will 
serve as an input for relevant ministries 
to inspire further practices of contract 
farming in a better and effective manner. 
I believe that the workshop will provide 
more comments and recommendations 
from relevant departments, firms and 
communities to polish and finalize the 
report.   

Opening Remark, Mr. Sok Khim, 
Representative from Oxfam

Oxfam has worked on agriculture for nearly 
30 years since 1980s. It was when after 
79- 80 we responded to humanitarian aids 
and in rehabilitating agriculture sector 
for instance the small-scale irrigation. We 
have worked with MAFF and PDAFF in 
supporting our farmers to produce food. 
We still support the agricultural work 
though Cambodia has better developed. 
In Cambodia, agriculture remains a core 
of country economy, and there have 
been more investments from private 
sectors. Our agricultural products have 
been exported and shared locally within 
Cambodia. We have seen the increases 
of private investments in financing the 
agricultural work and contract farming. 
Oxfam also works together to better 
agricultural value chain too. 

Currently, we have seen many Contract 
Farming (CF) in Cambodia. We have also 
seen the best models in Cambodia and 
there are some studies to understand 
these practices. Center for Policy Study 
(CPS) has also reviewed the Contract 
Farming models too. Oxfam has worked 
with the partners on CF on rice farming 
to extend benefits or success to others 
in the CF chain. Oxfam supports this 
work and in cooperation with AMRU Rice 
to have contract with farmers in Preah 
Vihear. AMRU Rice has exported rice to 
Europe and Holland. Buyers in Holland 
contract with AMRU Rice too. So, there is 

in a line contract from buyers to farmers. 
The models AMRU RICE and ACS in Preah 
Vihear have practiced prove to have 
many successes but still there are some 
challenges. CF normally sets standard 
criteria and ACs have to comply with them. 
CFs have been well practiced and still 
risks are remaining – for instance climate 
factor - drought, flood. In CF, there must 
be some solutions to further succeed the 
contract implementation. What factors 
we have to consider to ensure the smooth 
and effective CF practices. In the CF value 
chain, it is inter-related from production 
to packaging, storage, and export. We 
need to find solutions to these and once 
we can deal with these, we are able to 
maximize the CF. For a better CF, there 
are needs of relevant stakeholders – not 
only buyers and farmers. CF cannot be fair 
or cannot address some conflicts. There 
is a need of other third parties like Civil 
Society Organization to help review the 
contract with farmers and also banking 
sector to help provide loans when firms or 
farmer need finance. 

Oxfam still continues to work with MAFF 
and Agro-Industrial Department of MAFF 
to set up mechanism to address conflicts 
in CF practices. This is not for only rice, 
but other crops too. This report will help 
in policy formulation and other principle 
development for conflict resolution to 
ensure the better practice of CF. There are 
more benefits if the CF is well practiced for 
firm, farmers, and banking sector. 

Presentation on the Drafted Assessment 
Study on Benefits of Rice Contract 
Farming, by Ms. Keang Saren, Research 
Associate of CDRI

Read more at: https://bit.ly/3x57F51

>> continue from page 1
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Launching Workshop on the Assessment Study on Understanding the Progress and 
Challenges of Implementing Agriculture Sector Development Plan 2019-2023 

On 31 March 2021, the NGO Forum on 
Cambodia (NGOF) hosted Launching 
Workshop on the Assessment Study 
on Understanding the Progress and 
Challenges of Implementing Agriculture 
Sector Development Plan 2019-2023 
on via online meeting. There were 52 
participants from Ministry of Agriculture 
Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), Ministry 
of Women Affairs (MoWA), PDAFF from 
Kampong Thom, Kratie, Kampot and Preah 
Vihear, PDoWA from Kampot, Kampong 
Thom and Kratie, University, Development 
Partners and INGOs and Agriculture 
Working Group members to joined this 
online meeting.

Keynote Address by Dr. Tek Vannara – 
Executive Director of The NGO Forum on 
Cambodia

With the funding support from Diakonia, 
HEKS/EPER and Oxfam, we have 
commissioned this study and organized 
this online workshop to launch the study 
report on the understanding the progress 
and challenges of the implementation 
of agriculture sector development plan 
(ASDP) 2019-2023. This workshop aims 
to 1) present and disseminate the study 
findings, and 2) to discuss with relevant 
stakeholders for a possible joint action 
plan that could enable stakeholders to 
work with the government to contribute 
to the implementation of the above 
ASDP in a better manner and for a better 
outcome. 

This workshop is a virtual meeting through 
zoom as it has been a new normal for 
Cambodia and the world during this 
pandemic. Your participations in today 
workshop from ministries, development 
partners, academic, national and 
international NGOs have proved that 
we have actively engaged each other 
for such important work through we 
have been through hard time due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. The study serves the 
very important information and source 
for later discussion to contribute to the 
implementation of the existing policies, 
plans and guidelines as stimulated in the 
ASDP. 

On behalf of the organizing committee, 
I do believe that your participation will 
inspire the discussion in establishing joint 
action plan to work with the government, 
MAFF and other in-charged ministries and 
institutions to accomplish the ASDP and 
Master Plan.  

Opening Remark, Mr. Sok Khim, 
Representative from Oxfam

This is our launching workshop of the 
assessment report on ASDP 2019-2023. 
We have also organized a validation 
workshop once to gather more inputs to 
review and finalize this report prior to this 
launching. 

As mentioned, Dr. Tek Vannara emphasizes 
on the importance of agriculture sector 
and the indicators for ASDP to be 
accomplished to assure economic benefits 
for our farmers. This report is essential to 
look back what have been practiced for 
ASDP for the last 2.5 years to now. This 
report highlights what achievements 
have been made and what have been the 
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>> continue from page 3

lessons to be reflected and to recommend 
to key stakeholders so that they are able 
to analyze what needs to work together 
among private and public sectors, civil 
society, and communities in order we can 
achieve the indicators as set in ASDP up to 
2023. This is a result that aligns with the 
ASDP implementation. 

I believe that the findings from the study 
will inspire the relevant stakeholders 
to support their work and to initiate 
the discussion for joint action plan to 
foresee and secure the completion of 
all indicators of ASDP in 2030 with great 
results and outcomes. As mentioned in 
the report, our ASDP is very inclusive 
and participatory that could guarantee 
the long-term benefits of our farmers 
and key stakeholders. Oxfam and other 
NGO partners have worked with PDAFF 
to disseminate the ASDP to farmers and 
other agricultural cooperatives in other 
provinces, so that farmers and PDAFF are 
more cooperative and supportive for each 
other. Also promoting the ASDP attracts 
more involvement from development 
partners and private sector. Whatever we 
have done is to assure that indicators set 
in the ASDP can be fully achieved. This is 
what Oxfam and partners have done and 
also other partners have supported such 
study. I believe that after this workshop, 
we will keep discussing together on 
the findings of the 2.5-year ASDP 
implementation to reflect the rest of the 
next plan of ASDP. I hope that ministries 
are well acknowledged the findings and 
allow more spaces for join action plan.    

Presentation by Mr. Chan Danith and Mr. 
Chap Sophana, Independent Consultant

The ASDP 2019-2023 have been 
implemented for two years and it is time 
to understand the level of progress, 

challenges, and gaps that need to be 
fulfilled during the ASDP’s period 2019-
2023. NGOF’s partners are supporting 
the implementation of programme 1 and 
2 of ASDP 2019-2023. ASDP’s JMI 2019-
2020 on Agriculture and Water has been 
arrived to the review phase before it goes 
to next JMI’s implementation 2021-2023. 
The purposes of the assessment:
- Review on ASDP 2019-2023 and its 

Joint Monitoring Indicators (JMI) to be 
implemented at sub-national level

- Assess and analyze the level of 
contribution, in which MAFF and 
PDAFF has achieved through Joint 
Monitoring Indicators of ASDP 2019-
2023

- Identify the benefits and gaps in 
ASDP 2019-2023 in the development 
process and practical implementation 
at provincial level

- Develop policy recommendations for 
improving the implementation

Assessment Findings
SWOT Analysis of ASDP 2019-2023 
Implementation at the sub-national level:
Strengths: 
- There is direct support from 
Department of Planning and Statistics of 
MAFF to PDAFFs for ASDP preparation.
- Available budget for 
implementing the ASDP 2019-2023 at sub-
national level.
- Available co-financing from 
ASPIRE project to implement the ASDP 
2019-2023 at sub-national level.
- MAFF through ASPIRE project 

contracted 4 Provincial Agriculture 
Advisers to support the implementation 
of ASDP 2019-2023 in all provinces.
- PDAFF organigram/structure 
fits with the ASDP 2019-2023 indicators 
and PDAFF officials were trained in 
different skills to be able to support ASDP 
preparation at the early stage.

Opportunities: 
- Development partners support the 

implementation of ASDP 2019-2023 
at both national and sub-national level 
such as IFAD, EU, FAO, Oxfam etc. 

- ASDP aligned with NSDP 2019-2023 
and legal frameworks which are guided 
by NCDDS.

- Many local NGOs directly support 
PDAFF to implement the ASDP 2019-
2023 in respective provinces e.g. 
CWDCC, SAMAKY, Action Aid Cambodia 
etc. in Kampot; ANCO, CI, EPDO, ADRA, 
LWF, AFD, Sre Khmer in Pursat, etc.

- DPS/MAFF through ASPIRE project 
facilitated to develop PASDPs for all 
provinces.

Weaknesses: 
- Officials from different line offices 

within PDAFF are not familiar about 
ASDP 2019-2023/JMIs indicators 
which are linked to their roles. 

- Not sufficient budget from government 
and ASPIRE project to complete the 
implementation of PASDP across the 
provinces. 

- PDAFF does not have its own PASDP to 
guide the implementation while the 
original sub-program 1.9, sub-program 
2.4, sub-program 3.4, sub-program 4.4 
and sub-program 5.14 were not clearly 
mentioned about the scope of work 
and the areas to be focused. 

- Lack of regular meetings to update 
about the achieved indicators versus 
ASDP 2019-2023 indicators. 
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Budget Working Group Monthly Meeting 

HIGHLIGHT STORIES

On 31 March 2021, CSOs on Budget 
Working Group (BWG) organized monthly 
meeting via Zoom. The objective of 
this meeting is to seek for members 
collaboration and engagement with 
relevant action plan, and to update 
members progress and way forward. 

In opening remark, Mr. Ouk Vannara, 
Deputy Executive Director of NGOF, 
would like thanked all participants to 
join the meeting. Taking this time, he 
informed that NGOF conducted the mid-
term strategic plan evaluation. As a result, 
there were some recommendations for 
NGOF considering working as a working 
group. In the next three-year there will 
be 12 NGOF’s working groups exist to 
ensure public participation in budget 
formulation and monitoring to promote 
budget transparency and accountability. 
It was very important for BWG to have a 
regular meeting to update working group 
member and their target group progress 
at national and sub-national levels to be 
strong concrete evidence for advocacy 
work.

Mr. Mar Sophal, SEED Program Manager 
of NGOF, was updated on the progress 

which NGOF achieved:

• Finalized BWG TOR
• Work with IBB on OBS in 2021
• Work with CAPS on DGI Survey 2022
• Work with CCC to collect CSOs input 

on CSDGs revision to relevant line 
ministries 

• Prepare for NSDP mid-term review

Mr. San Chey, from ANSA: The Mine 
Funding for Community Develop initiates 8 
NGOs include NGOF, UNDP, TI, Action Aid, 
and other NGOs thematic on Indigenous, 
and ANSA is the project implementer. 
ANSA will develop Standard Operational 
Procedure (SOP) as a guideline at 
CSOs level for CSOs contributed to the 
government existing SOP. ANSA had its 
approach such as SOP for the procedure to 
allocate the Mining Fund for community 
development and SOP communication 
strategy for mining impact community 
know how to request for funding for 
community development. 

Mr. Chheang Amrith from TI Cambodia: 
The Budget Transparency Project funded 
by OXFAM, to implement it TI offer policy 

brief short course (train youth to do 
research on budget accountability issue, 
analyst ministry budget by sectors). Its 
purpose is to develop evidence-based 
advocacy for Citizen Engagement Forum.  
Furthermore, TI seeks support from BWG 
members to identify the priority issue by 
sector as a topic for youth researching 
policy brief. Budget Database will start 
next month
 
Mr. Thy Try from ODC: ODC has collected 
budget on data on oil and land concession 
revenue sectors.  ODC, Star Kampuchea, 
and FHI360 funding by USAID to collect 
budget expend and revenue data at 
district and city level in Banteay Meanchey 
and Svay Rieng to develop info-graphic 
disseminate to our target group.

Mr. Son Penh from CPDD: He proposed 
the membership should indicate the BWG 
was the owner of NGO members both 
core and associate members. We should 
also arrange the power of authorization 
at three or four levels, and core members 
should have the mandate.

Closing Remark
Mr. Ouk Vannara, thanked BWG members 
for their commitment to attend the 
BWG meeting. On behalf of the BWG 
secretariate, he will accept all the 
comments and recommendations in this 
crucial meeting to be incorporated into 
the BWG TOR.  

Summary Result
The BWG monthly meeting completed 
by the plan set with a fruitful result such 
as the BWG member progress and way 
forward has been updated and some 
recommendation has been collected for 
improving BWG TOR.
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Online Meeting for Inputs on the Draft Feasibility Study of 
NTFP Commercialization and Supply Chain Management  

On 26 April 2021 2021, the NGO Forum 
organized online meeting to get more 
inputs on t the Draft Feasibility Study 
of NTFP Commercialization and Supply 
Chain Management. The objective of 
this meeting is to provide comments 
on the second version of the study. T 
There were 9 participants from AFD, 
PKH, MVi, NTFP-EP, WWF, MRLG, WCS 
and NGOF and consultant.

Mr. Pheap Sophea, Natural Resources 
Governance Program Manager of the 
NGOF, warmly welcomed all attendees 
to this important meeting. 

The study on the feasibility of NTFP 
commercialization and supply chain 
management. Three meetings 
organized to review and provide 
comments to the draft study report. 
The first meeting was organized on 
January 15, 2021 with participation 

from MRLG, NTFP-EP, CEDT, MVi, CLEC, AFD and PKH. Then the revised one was 
presented in the annual meeting of the Cambodia NTFP Working Group (CNWG) 
at NTFP-EP office on January 19, 2021. There were 30 (1 women) participants 
encompass of representatives from MoE, NTFP-EP, WWF, NGO Forum, MB, 
SCW, NTFP enterprise groups, and members of CNWG. The second meeting 
was organized on March 25, 2021 with participation from MRLG, NTFP-EP, WCS, 
WWF, and AFD. Finally, the third meeting was organized April 26, 2021 with 
participation from MRLG, NTEP-EP, WCS, WWF, AFD, PKH, and MVi. The meeting 
mutually agreed to organize the validation workshop on May 28, 2021 by inviting 
all stakeholders especially MoE and FA for the workshop.
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Launching of Study Reports on Cross Border Investment in Agriculture and Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) Compliance with Banking Sectors in Cambodia

On 28 April 2021, the NGO Forum on 
Cambodia organized a launching of two 
research study reports on 1) “Cross 
Border Investment in Agriculture & 
2) Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) Compliance with Banking Sectors 
in Cambodia”. These two reports are 
very interrelated on cross cutting issues 
especially on the impact to environment 
and society caused by the investments 
and development. Thus, the workshop 
organizers decided to make the two 
launching together.

Dr. Tek Vannara – Executive Director of 
The NGO Forum on Cambodia said that 
EIA is very important to assure sustainable 
development that could contribute to 
our National Strategic Development 
Plan and the Cambodian Sustainable 
Development Goals up to 2030 and also 
the Cambodia Vision 2050 and the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals (UN 
SDG). Sustainable development imposes 
the three unique pillars – economy, social, 
and environment. The EIA report is one 
of the mechanisms to ensure proper 
development and engage all stakeholders 

in reviewing and approving the projects 
with an expectation to optimize the 
benefits of EIA practices. For instance, 
EIA provides sufficient information for 
investors to properly plan and develop 
their projects in a way that still can 
maintain income and at the same time 
reduce risks over the environmental and 
social resources. EIA also help investors 
to assure their project sustainability in 
responding to their long-term benefit. For 
banking and financial institutions, if the 
investors look for fund from banks, then 
the banks are also secured because of 
EIA. It promises that the project will lower 
risks for its own operation – gaining more 
revenue and build capacity of borrowers 
to return pay the loans. For government, 
when EIA is properly practiced, then laws 
and regulations are being complied and 
communities are protected and livelihood 
is improved through the investments. 
This could lead to better engagement 
of government, communities and 
private sector to assure the sustainable 
development – fulfilling the needs of 
the investors and communities. These 

are positive feedbacks of the EIA that 
has built up an involving mechanism for 
all stakeholders. If EIA is well practiced, 
all positive and negative aspects of 
the project are shared, discussed and 
addressed. One other good thing about 
EIA is that stakeholders are more alerted 
to any negative risks and are well prepared 
to tackle and respond effectively. The 
collaborative engagement is a true 
work to lively come together for the 
environmental management, restoration 
and livelihood development. Again, EIA 
is a pro-people and investors and impacts 
are managed to a level that lowers the 
costs and minimizes the benefits. Banks 
are more beneficial if the projects come 
with EIA and look for financial assistance. 
The regional practices like ADB or World 
Bank show the requirements for EIA and 
environmental management-related 
assignments prior to their loan approval. 
This is to assure that borrowers or clients 
must adhere to their safeguard policies 
to assure the financial and project 
sustainability. The implementation of EIA 
offers huge benefits to all stakeholders 
and secures the sustainability. 

Mr. Men Pheakdey, Representative of 
National Bank of Cambodia: The National 
Bank of Cambodia encourages banking 
and financial institutions to practice 
impact assessment in approving loans. 
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This is what those institutions are being 
considerate. Beyond this, they also comply 
with other regulations in Cambodia. I have 
three remarks on the study findings – 1) 
the declamation in the report mentions 
clearly that ideas and views expressed in 
the report only support the claims and 
conclusion of the author – this means 
that author writes what he knows and 
experiences during the study, 2) The 
objective of the report is to identify policy 
gaps in environmental and banking sectors 
that hinder the good resource governance. 
In this meaning, the focus on the policy 
gaps is a very good starting point, and 
3) The recommendations are classified 
into short, medium and long-term. Some 
recommendations as I have observed are 
being exercised based on the MoU of NBC, 
ABC and MoE in September 2019. What 
we cannot make concrete move is that 
in the late 2019 and early 2020 and till 
now we are facing COVID-19 challenges in 
achieving our plan. 

I have also observed that the study is 
in the right time for Cambodia and the 
world to modify the ways we protect 
our environment and achieve our 
development goals.

Mr. Heng Koy, Representative of 
Association of Banks in Cambodia (ABC): 
ABC understands that banking and financial 
sector has started strongly in working 
towards to environmental protection. ABC 
and members including private banks and 
financial service providers have actively 
engaged in the work of environmental 

and social protection. ABC has established 
a special committee with participation of 
our key members as frontiers to comment 
and consult on environmental and social 
protection.  What ABC is doing is the 
voluntary work, not yet a legal promise 
or request to members for the work. 
Though we are volunteers, ABC has been 
supported by NBC, MoE and Development 
Partners – US Green Invest Asia, IFC, and 
other partners. As Mr. Men Pheakdey from 
NBC mentioned that though ABC has been 
working with its partners and members on 
a voluntary basis on Sustainable Financial 
Principles, but ABC has gained official 
support from Ministry of Environment, 
NBC as witnessed through the joint-MoU.

Mr. Sok Khim, Representative of 
Oxfam Cambodia: Oxfam observes 
the progressive growth of Cambodian 
economy for the last decade. Such growth 
attracts more investments to come and 
brings both negative and positive impacts. 
Investment and investors need capital 
and finance from banks or other financial 
institutions so that they could invest 
in Cambodia. Oxfam with Sustainable 
Finance Alliance has initiated a local 
network called Fair Finance Cambodia 
with 6 members. We have some NGOs and 
other stakeholders as members and we 
will extend to other members to discuss 
the fair and sustainable finance and 
financial development in Cambodia and 
to reduce risks of loans for investments 
in Cambodia. As noticed, Cambodian 

financial system has evolved progressively 
as mentioned by earlier speakers that 
NBC as policy-makers enacts relevant 
regulations to assure smooth performance 
of our banking and financial systems in 
Cambodia. Some principles and guidelines 
have been established to ensure smooth 
process and development. ABC initiates 
the Sustainable Financial Principles with 9 
points that are parallel with international 
guidelines of ESG that has been approved 
and used by international banks in the 
world and region. This guideline assures 
that loans or credits from banks are not 
harming the environmental and social 
resources and inspires more social 
responsibility. 

This is a starting point for financial 
management in Cambodia. The 9-point 
of the principles remains voluntary basis. 
We hope that bank members as I know 
there are more than 20 have adopted 
these points. We hope that those bank 
members will implement the guideline 
when they assess and approve loans to 
investors to assure that investments are 
with more responsible and could achieve 
the reduction of the risks on surrounding 
environment and communities. As 
mentioned, when the guideline is well 
exercised, we will gain larger benefits for 
both banking and private sectors and the 
local communities. Also, the government 
could assure the legal compliance and 
enforcement too. Good ESG can be 
effective and attainable.  

Read more at: 
https://www.ngoforum.org.kh/
launching-of-study-reports-on-cross-
border-investment-in-agriculture-and-
environmental-impact-assessment-eia-
compliance-with-banking-sectors-in-c-
ambodia/
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Virtual Launching Report on Benefits of Rice Contract Farming

There was an Online Workshop held 
on the full morning of the 29th April 
2021 facilitated by The NGO Forum on 
Cambodia (NGOF) using video conference 
(Zoom) which participated by relevant 
partners including private sectors, banks, 
development partners, Agricultural 
Cooperatives, Youth Farmer in Rice 
Contract Farming, non-governmental 
organizations, Research Institutions, and 
Provincial Department of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries. There were 55 
participants (18 of them are females) 
attended by researcher from CDRI, CAs, 
Youth Farmer in Rice Contract Farming, 
Amru Rice, and PDAFF of Kompong Thom 
Province.

The workshop and provided their 
comments on presentations on “Benefits 
of Rice Contract Farming”. The workshop 
has two main objectives: 1) Disseminate 
report on benefits of rice contract farming 
and 2) Sharing experiences in the practical 
implementation of contract farming, 
especially during COVID-19 pandemic.
Responding to the lacks of information 
on Benefits of Rice Contract Farming 
(BRCF), NGO Forum on Cambodia (NGOF) 
and Cambodia Development Resources 

Institute (CDRI) cooperatively studied 
BRCF. The study was finally finalized in 
April 2021 and its findings presented to 
relevant partners for sharing and further 
comments, if any. The key relevant partners 
included NGOs, Development Partners, 
representatives from targeted ACs, Youth 
Farmer in Rice Contract Farming, Research 
Institutions, and Provincial Department 
of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
(PDAFF) of Kampong Thom province. The 
implementing partners, specifically whose 
project target sites were in Kampong 
Thom and Preah Vihear provinces, actively 
listened key speakers and provided their 
comments. 

Mr. Sok Khim – Representative from 
Oxfam: underlined that, in general, the 
implementation of the BRCF has been 

good and acceptable. Nevertheless, 
more findings will be presented by 
researchers from CDRI shortly. He, also, 
hoped that recommendations from 
the study will be fruitfully used among 
partners of the Contract Farming. He took 
chance to encourage the participants 
of the workshop to actively discuss on 
the findings and provide comments for 
improvement of the implementation of 
the contract.

Dr. Lon Pichdara – Director of NRE Unit, 
CDRI: Presented the main points of this 
report:
• The Contract Farming schemes have 

been in practice in Cambodia since 
1950s, but there are limited of studies 
and information about it.

• Three objectives of the study are:
o Assess and analyze the contract 

farming scheme and legal framework 
in Cambodia, particular in rice 
contract farming.

o Identify the benefits and gaps in 
the practical implementation of the 
sub-decree on contract farming and 
explore support needs to maximize 
the benefits of rice contract farming 
for smallholder farmers, especially 
women farmers and groups of 
indigenous people 

o Provide policy recommendations 
for improving the contract farming 
models and practices.

• The study was conducted in Sangkum 
Thmey district, Preah Vihear province, 
and Tangkok district, Kg Thom 
province.

Results of the study
Three main players in the Contract Farming 
are: AC, Company, and PDAFF. Supportive 
partners in the Contract Farming include 
local authority, NGO, and INGO as shown 
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on diagram below.
It is noticed that the PDAFF of the local 
province plays important roles in officially 
facilitation of the Contract. Up to the date 
of the study, there were 33 Contracts 
in Preah Vihear and 17 Contracts in Kg 
Thom province, respectively, with Amru 
Rice, Golden Rice, and Signature or Asia 
companies. In general conclusion, the 
implementation of the Contracts was 
good and acceptable in both provinces. 
Useful benefits from the Contract Farming 
include:  farmers are confident to have 
markets, supports from NGOs, safety 
organic husked rice, and knowledge 
improvement on the subject matters, 
like cropping methods, of women and 
indigenous people. Many of them claimed 
that women have better money for their 
personal expenditure rather demanding 
money from their husbands like in the 
past. With the Contract Farming schemes 
in place, many new roads within the 
communities were built; and the farmers 
had used Agriculture Cooperative Law and 
Sub-Decree as guidelines to together work 
among the Contract stakeholders.

Mrs. Mak Sophy – Representative from 
Agriculture Cooperative named Sra Lao 
Samaky Meanchey, Kg Thom province.
She started her 
presentation by 
paying respects 
to all the Online 
participants. Her 
main points of 
the presentation 
are as following:
• Benefits of 
Rice Contract 
Farming include: 
Market is available for farmers, Banks have 
trust on the ACs, Farmers are confident 
in producing more agricultural products 
because there are markets in place, and 
Farmers have received good seed from 
partners producing higher yields.

• In summary: three problems occurred 
in past implementation of the Contract 
Farming: 1) lack of water (there are 
canals, but water run out), 2) the company 
violated the contract, e.g. the contract 
stated that the company will pick up the 
rice from paddy filed, but in fact, the 
company required farmers to transport 
the rice to its office or proposed site. 3) 
Delay in payment of the company, in some 
cases, the delay carried on for a month.
• Requests: agricultural technic is needed. 
Company should agree on up-front 
payment of 30% of the contract at the 
beginning of the farming. The company 
should release payment immediately 
when the rice transported to the proposed 
site.

Ms. Chak Saem, representative from AC 
named Boeng Leach Sambo Phal, Sethey 
Commune, Samaki Meanchey district, Kg 
Chhnang province.
She started with 
paying respects 
to all the Online 
participants and 
facilitators. Her 
key points are:
• Her AC was 
created in 2012.
• Agricultural 
products have 
higher price 
because there was contract.
• The Contract Farming helped create 
more jobs and sufficient incomes in the 
villages refraining young people from out-
migration for job hunting.
• Agricultural products are trustful.
• Concerns: Due to too many issues, not 
all parties in the contract obeyed it. Some 
farmers were not able to produce their 
agricultural products as stated on the 
contract. Climate Change and financial 
problems are the main concerns for her 
AC.
• Requests:  If there are things to be 

helped, these important things are 
loans with low interest rate, agricultural 
infrastructure, payment on time, and 
seeds that are resilient to Climate Change.
She concluded her presentation by 
thanking all the participants for their 
attentions and hope to have more 
comments on her presentation from the 
floor. She, then, wished all the participants 
with good health and no Covid-19.

Mr. Kan Kanthy, Deputy Director of Amru 
Rice Co., Ltd.
His presentation consists of main points as 
following:
• The company was created in 2011 

in order, first, to export rice from 
Cambodia.

• In 2014 the company started BCRF 
with farmers in Preah Vihear province 
on Organic Rice. Since then, the 
quantity of rice has increased, e.g. 
there was 500 Tons in 2016. In 2017 
the company cooperated with CAVAC 
for better yields in rice production. In 
2019 Cambodia was one of the biggest 
countries exported rice to Europe.

• Have seen the opportunity, the 
company replicated the model into 
Koh Nhek district, Mondulkiri province.

• About 500,000 Tons of rice has been 
exported from Cambodia during the 
last 10 years. The company diversified 
its Contract Farming schemes from 
only rice to cassava and cashew nut. 

Read more at: 
https://www.ngoforum.org.kh/



Topic: Dr. TEK Vannara : Talked on Development and  
            conservation of the Mekong Basin
Source: Radio France International
Date: 19 May  2021

For more detail https://bit.ly/3fZutMS

Topic: Young farmers’ perspectives on climate change  
            adaptation in agriculture
Source: Radio France International

Date: 06 May 2021

For more detail https://bit.ly/3xgoR6X
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On The Media

UPCOMING EVENTS/HOLIDAYS 2021

11 May
IP Dialogue: Conservation and Development of Indigenous 
People during and after the Covid-19

13 May
2nd Quarterly Member Meeting

19 May
Mekong Dialogue: Development and Conservation of the 
Mekong River in the sustainable way

28 May
Validation Workshop on Feasibility of Non-Timber  
Forest Products and Supply Chain Management

03 June
Virtual Launching Report on Cambodia’s Citizens Climate 
Budget

04 June
Workshop on the Implementation of the Action Plan of the 
Working Group on Land Survey of Indigenous Communities 
in Mondulkiri Province

16 June
Virtual workshop on United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural 
Areas (UNDROP)

17 June
Meeting with experts to provide input on the survey of  
doing good index  in Cambodia



THANK YOU!

The NGO Forum on Cambodia would like to thanks to our local and international donors  
that always support our good causes missions to support Cambodians in need.

Working Together for Positive Change

The NGO Forum on Social Media! 

Like and follow us Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ngoforumoncambodia
Follow us Twitter https://twitter.com/thengoforum

Subscribe, like and share us YouTube https://www.youtube.com/c/TheNGOForumonCambodia1
Visit our website http://www.ngoforum.org.kh/


