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Under the official platform of TWG – 
Agriculture and Water, the NGO Forum 
on Cambodia is recognized as CSO 
representative and mobilize to collect CSO 
inputs on the draft ASMP 2030. Follow 
the process, NGO Forum organize CSO 
consultation workshop on draft Agriculture 
Strategic Master Plan 2030 on September 
03, 2020 at in Phnom Penh. There are 41 
participants (10 women) joint this event 
who from NGOs, academia, private sector 
and banking. This event aim for:
- Share and understand on draft of 
ASMP 2030 focusing on Transforming 
Cambodian Agriculture into a Modern, 
Competitive, Inclusive, Climate-resilient, 
and Sustainable Sector.
- Discuss with CSO, Agriculture Community, 
Farmers, Academia and partners to collect 
inputs / comments on the draft ASMP 
2030.

The Agricultural Sector Master Plan 
(ASMP) 2030 was prepared in accordance 
with the long-term vision of the RGC, and 

also in line with the RGC’s development 
policies and strategies. The main targets 
to be achieved in this master plan consist 
of (1) increasing the agricultural growth 
around 3% to 4% per annum, from 
21,913 thousand million Riel in 2018 to 
31,852 thousand million Riel by 2030; 
and (2) increasing the agricultural labor 
productivity from USD 1,839 in 2018 to 
USD 4,625 per capita per annum by 2030.

The participants focused their discussions 
and comments on the four existing 
strategic objectives (SO) of the ASMP 
2030: 
SO1: To enhance agricultural value chain 
and its competitiveness
SO2: To strengthen infrastructures and 
trade facilitation in agriculture 
SO3: To promote sustainable land, 
forestry and fisheries resources 
management 
SO4: To improve institutional 
management, regulations, and human 
resource development.

Dr. Tek Vannara, Executive Director of 
NGOF: Today there are representatives 
from Banks such as Asia Development 
Bank (ADB), Universities, Technical 
Working Group on Agriculture and Water 
(TWG-A&W), and private sector. Having 
enthusiastically applaud the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) 
and the TWG-A&W on the achievement 
of the Draft ASMP 2030, we are here to 
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collect inputs to improve it. At the same 
time, we admit the Draft ASMP 2030 for 
its higher ambitious income generations 
of farmers in particular, and for publics 
in general.  Additional main points such 
as water resources management for 
agriculture should be taken into main 
consideration for the Draft ASMP 2030. 
Maintaining and improvement of land 
quality and seed sources in the regions 
should be added because the region, in 
general, has been changed from good 
to bad, even to worse. Seed sources for 
specific Cambodia should be created, to 
count the few.

Dr. Pech Sokhem, Executive Director of 

CDRI: Covid-19 is the main topic for today 
discussion regarding agriculture. Covid-19 
affected on the poor than the rich. More 
than 70% of farmers have 2 ha agriculture 
lands per household. Their agriculture 
lands have been becoming smaller due 
to distribution to their offspring from 
generation to generations. Among other, 
23% of the farmers are landless. What do 
they have from the Draft ASMP 2030? It 
should be reconsidered of alternation 
of crop types and changes of traditional 
attitude rather continuous uses of 
chemical fertilizers in the poor lands. 70% 
of agriculture lands are located within 
the Mekong region. As previous speaker 
mentioned that these lands becoming 
poorer.

Miss Man Alsisal – Representative 
from Oxam: The Draft ASMP 2030 was 
developed before the period of Covid-19 
when the growth rate of the Cambodian 
economy was 7%, this rate has dropped 
much lower. Cambodian migrant workers 
have returned to their homelands. They 
may definitely engage in agriculture 
plantations. Royal government had, also, 
took some lands from economic land 
concessions, therefore, you may want to 
think your comments on how to merge 
these factors together to use these 
available lands. Definitely, when farmers 
have larger agriculture lands, they would 
grow more crops. Covid-19 and climate 
change are two main contexts affecting 
the Draft ASMP 2030 that all of us should 
think about. Due to climate change, 
rains come late, but too much water 
when they come, which flood agriculture 
crops. Therefore, the Draft ASMP 2030 is 
definitely needed to be revised; and the 

CSO-consultation workshop is opened for 
the day.

Mr. Menghoin HOK, Environment and 
Agriculture Program Manager of NGOF: 
Having consulted for few times in the past 
facilitated by MAFF on the Draft ASMP 
2030, we have the current Draft ASMP 
2030. The NGOF on behalf of the CSO 
(civil society organization), we collect all 
inputs on the Draft ASMP 2030 from today 
workshop and then submit these inputs 
to relevant partners such as TWG-A&W 
and development partners by the 14th 
September 2020.
Based on the Strategic Objectives, today 
meeting is divided into 4 groups to discuss 
and provide inputs on the Draft ASMP 
2030. There is a Template for each group 
to fill in. The groups could either rewrite 
or just refer to page numbers, etc.
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9th National Farmer Forum was organized 
on October 21, 2020 under the main 
theme: Smallholder Farmers during 
COVID-19. The forum was co-hosted by 
the NGO Forum on Cambodia and partners 
including Action Aid in Cambodia, AFD, 
BCV, CamboDHRRA, Caritas Cambodia, 
Caritas Switzerland, CDRI, CEDAC, DCA, 
Diakonia, DPA, FACE, FCFD, FNN, FWN, 
GADC, HEIFER, HEKS, LWD, Oxfam in 
Cambodia, Sre Khmer, UNDP – GEF SGP, 
World Renew, CPSA and World Vision 
Cambodia. There were 190 participants 
(73 women) who representative of 
relevant ministries, National Assembly, 
Private sector, Banking, Development 
Partners, Academia, CSO and famers 
includes representative of farmer women 
champion and member of agricultural 
cooperative (AC). The forum aimed to:

Promote quality and safety of agricultural 
products for smallholder farmers access 
to market;
Enforce policy implementation, especially 
support smallholder farmers in response 
to COVID-19 and
Strengthen cooperation and partnership 
with relevant stakeholders to promote 
investment and agri-business during and 
post COVID-19.

The forum was divided into three parallel 
sessions to provide spaces for dialogue 
on specific topics: (i) quality and safety of 
agricultural products, (ii) policy enabling 
and (iii) Trend of investment and agri-
business during and post COVID-19.

The forum was divided into three parallel 
sessions to provide spaces for dialogue 
on specific topics: (i) quality and safety of 
agricultural products, (ii) policy enabling 
and (iii) Trend of investment and agri-
business during and post COVID-19.

The forum appreciates what have 
been done so far by the government 
and relevant stakeholders to support 
agriculture sector, especially during 
COVID-19 pandemics, Cambodia and 
other countries in the world are affected 
by global economic crisis, in response, 
the government has considered to take 
priority action on agriculture sector. For 
instance, the government decided to 
allocate 50 million US dollars through the 
Agriculture and Rural Development Bank 
to provide a credit / loan to famers and 
Agri-investors with low interest rate by 
5 % per year. In order to promote global 
market for agriculture, the government is 

seeking more opportunities to strengthen 
partnership and cooperation with ASEAN 
countries and other such as Japan, 
India and China. The forum also found 
many significant results both technical 
and financial supports by responsible 
ministries to promote sustainable 
agriculture through implementing its 
national polices, guidelines and action 
plan.

However, some key challenges or 
concerns were found such as farmers 
access to water, capital and market, 
especially capacity of farmers to invest 
and benefits from agriculture value chain. 
Climate change is the biggest threaten to 
agriculture sector including drought and 
flood.

9th National Farmer Forum
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National Reflection Workshop on the Implementation of the Cambodia Sustainable  
Development Goals 2016-2030 and the National Strategic Development Plan 2019-2023

On September 08, 2020, The NGO Forum 
on Cambodia, CCC, HACC, API, Action 
Aid, World Vision, TIC, GADC, ICSO, 
NEP, CRC, CPDD, Banteay Srei and NGOs 
co-organized a national workshop on 
reflecting on the implementation of the 
Cambodia Sustainable Development Goals 
2016-2030 and the National Strategic 
Development Plan 2019-2023. This event 
was held at the Cambodiana Hotel. 
There were 145 participants joint from 
representatives of relevant ministries / 
government institutions, the National 
Assembly, civil society organizations, 
private sector development partners, 
community representatives, researchers, 
youth and the media.

The workshop was discussing on three key 
topics: 1) Planet and Prosperity - covering 
the agricultural environment, climate 
change, dams, environmental impact 
analysis, natural resource management, 
forestry and land, and indigenous rights. 
Sustainability of cities and communities 

and water life, etc. 2) People have access 
to quality education, environment and 
equity, and lifelong learning opportunities 
for all people, children’s rights, violence, 
torture and exploitation of child 
labor, gender equality, and women’s 
empowerment, health and well-being. 
Population and the promotion of human 
well-being and gender equality; and 3) 
peace and partnership that covers on 
environment for civil society organizations 
spaces, access to information, social 
accountability, good governance, 
environmental partnerships, and public 
financial reform.

The summary results of the workshop 
focused on three main points: 1. The 
positive points of existing mechanisms. 
2. experiences in the past of some 
challenges that hinder the process and 
quality of implementation monitoring 
and evaluation; and 3. Suggestions and 
recommendations on priority directions 
to be jointly implemented. 
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HIGHLIGHT STORIES
Dissemination Workshop on “A study of Sesan Riverine Communities’ Livelihood”

The NGO Forum on Cambodia (NGOF) 
together with MVI FACT, CIYA, 3SPN and 
Chieng Mai University jointly organized a 
dissemination Workshop on “A study of 
Sesan Riverine Communities’ Livelihood” 
which supported by Oxfam and AFSC. 
This workshop was held at Tonle Bassac 
1 Restaurant, gathered 42 participants 
(14 women) represent from Ministry of 
Mine and Energy, Ministry of Economy 
and Finance, Ministry of Education, 
Ministry of Rural Development, Ministry 
of Planning, Forest Administration, Fishery 
Administration, Provincial Administration, 
Sesan District Administration, RUA, RUPP, 
communities, and NGOs. 

More than 30 organizations collaborated 
the study. The study aims to examine 
the livelihoods of communities affected 
by the hydropower project. Dr. Tek 
Vannara briefed on the study process 
to the workshop, such as meetings with 
the communities, authorities, relevant 
professional institutions and problem 
solving.

Due to Covid-19 pandemic disease, the 
results of this study have been delayed 
until now. He stressed that the workshop 

will present the results and key points to 
be discussed. He noted that the study was 
conducted by Dr. Ta Wei Chu, University 
of Chiang Mai, Thailand. Therefore, 
please ask and provide comment to the 
speaker during his presentation. He, 

finally, thanked and wished the workshop 
success. The workshop aims:
1. To share a process, achievement and 

the finding of the study
2. To share best practices and challenges 

of conduction the study in order to 
encourage for replication elsewhere.

3. To present key policy suggestions 
for policy consideration by relevant 
national government institutions.

The main session of the workshop was 
an online presentation by Dr. Ta Wei Chu. 
Participants then had the opportunity to 
comment on the report of the study and 
listened to additional explanations or 
acceptance by Dr. Ta Wai Chu.

The results of this study can also help solve 
problems in future development projects. 
It can also help bring the conflicting parties 
such as communities and authorities to 
closer talk together for solutions. The 
study also helped raise the profile of the 
community to public officials, and public 
officials are able to have data for their 
works in a timely manner. This report 
will be submitted to all stakeholders such 
as provincial halls, local communities, 
and civil society organizations, as well as 
relevant ministries for future uses.
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Rattankiri Provincial Dialogue Workshop on “Citizen Engagement in Budget Formulation 
and Monitoring Public Budget Expenditure Process at Sub-National Level”

Provincial Dialogue Workshop on “Citizen 
Engagement in Budget Formulation and 
Monitoring Public Budget Expenditure 
Process at Sub-National Level”
On behalf of the Secretary of the Budget 
Working Group, the NGO Forum on 
Cambodia (NGOF) in collaboration with 
the Rattana kiri Provincial Network and 
the Provincial Hall organized Provincial 
Dialogue Workshop on “Citizen 
Engagement in Budget Formulation and 
Monitoring Public Budget Expenditure 
Process at Sub-National Level” which 
funded by Oxfam. The workshop was 
attended by a total of 67 participants (20 
women) from the Governor of Rattanakiri 
Province, NGOs, district authorities, 
Members of Commune Council, 
Community, Youth and Students. The 
main objectives include:
• Identify challenges and next plans to 

increase public participation in the 
budgeting and oversight process

• Consultation on how to increase public 
participation in the budgeting and 
budget monitoring process.

Welcoming remarks by Mr. Leang Bunleap, 
President of Rattanakiri Provincial Network, 
said that the Rattanakiri Provincial 
Network of Civil Society Organizations 
was established in 2006, which has been 
cooperating smoothly with provincial 

authorities, local authorities at all levels, 
and professional officials. Our network is 
actively contributing to the development 
of all sectors, especially development at 
the sub-national level, which encourages 
the full participation of local people. 
The Rattanakiri Provincial Network 
plays an important role in facilitating 
the establishment of good cooperation 
and dialogue between civil society 
organizations, authorities, and relevant 
institutions to promote a better, more 
environmentally friendly, and effective 
cooperation environment. Through the 
smooth cooperation in the past, the 
network of civil society organizations in 
Rattanakiri province has been actively 
involved in some important activities 
such as information dissemination, 

consultation, and providing training to the 
community, NGOs, and local authorities.

Key remarks by Mr. Ouk Vannara, Deputy 
Executive Director of NGOF Speaking at 
the workshop to participate in the process 
of commune investment planning (CIP) 
and monitoring the implementation of 
the budget effectively, it requires three 
main factors, including 1). Increase the 
knowledge of the participants, especially 
the people in the local community in the 
coordination mechanisms and procedures 
/ systematic guidance that can facilitate 
the participation and monitoring of the 
public as well as civil society organizations; 
and (3) ensure that mechanisms provide 
access to official information and feedback 
from relevant ministries and institutions, 
as well as mechanisms for collecting input 
from the public to promote participation 
at both the national and sub-national 
levels. In addition to these major factors, 
there are some other factors that I believe 
the entire workshop will contribute to the 
discussion through the coordination of 
each group representative this morning, 
as well as to determine priorities to ensure 
participation in the investment planning 
process and monitor the implementation 
of the budget plan with high efficiency.

Read more at: https://bit.ly/2WGTWQC
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Siem Reap Provincial Dialogue Workshop on “Citizen Engagement in Budget Formulation 
and Monitoring Public Budget Expenditure Process at Sub-National Level”

On behalf of the Secretary of the Budget 
Working Group, the NGO Forum on 
Cambodia (NGOF) in collaboration with 
the Siem Reap Provincial Network of Civil 
Society Organizations, in conjunction with 
the Siem Reap Provincial Hall, organized a 
Provincial Dialogue Workshop on “Citizen 
Engagement in the Budget Formulation 
and Monitoring on Public Budget 
Expenditure at the sub-national level 
”on September 28, 2020 at the Angkor 
Holiday Hotel, Siem Reap Province, with 
support from Oxfam. The workshop was 
attended by a total of 97 participants 
(26 women) from the Governor of Siem 
Reap Province, representatives of the 
Ministry of Economy, representatives of 
the National Committee for Sub-National 
Democratic Development (NCDD), civil 

society organizations, authorities, district / 
Commune Council, Community, Youth and 
University Students. The main objectives 
are in following:
• Identify challenges and follow-up plans 
to increase public participation in the 
budgeting and oversight process
• Consultation on how to increase public 
participation in the budgeting and budget 
monitoring process.

Welcoming remarks by Ms. Nhean 
Phongmaly, Representative CSOs 
Provincial Network of Siem Reap and 
Executive Director of Rachana Satrey 
Organization, said that the Siem Reap 
Civil Society Network plays an important 
role in facilitating the establishment of 
good cooperation discussions between 

civil society organizations and local 
authorities to promote good cooperation 
and inclusion. Through the smooth 
cooperation in the past, the network of 
civil society organizations in Siem Reap 
has been actively involved in a number of 
important activities, such as disseminating 
information, establishing consultations, 
providing training to communities, civil 
society organizations and local authorities. 
In addition, the network members have 
cooperated well to contribute to the 
prevention of the spread of Covid-19 in 
accordance with the guidelines of the 
Ministry of Health and the guidelines of 
the Siem Reap Provincial Authority.

Keynote by Ouk Vannara, Deputy 
Executive Director of the NGO Forum 
on Cambodia, observes that there are 
a number of barriers to the public, 
especially local people, not being able to 
participate in the investment planning 
and monitoring process, as well as 
implementing in budget plan. These four 
major factors include: 1). The knowledge 
of the participants, especially the people 
in the local community, is still limited on 
budgeting. There are no clear mechanisms 
and procedures or systematic guidelines 
that can facilitate the participation and 
monitoring of the public as well as civil 
society organizations. In the public, 
the community is not easy access to 
information and data on the situation of 
communes (CDB2010) as well as districts, 
and (4) there is no mechanism for 
obtaining simple, non-technical budget 
data (budget Citizens) and official feedback 
from relevant ministries and institutions, 
as well as mechanisms for collecting 
input from the public to promote public 
participation at both the national and 
sub-national levels. In addition to these 
major factors, there are a number of other 
factors.

Read more at: https://bit.ly/3mSdj3Q
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Phnom Penh, October 08, 2020: There 
are 16 NGO members of Budget Working 
Group (BWG) co-organizes a public forum 
on “Citizen Engagement in the Budget 
Formulation and Monitoring on Public 
Budget Expenditure Process”. Today’s 
forum was attended by a total of 160 
participants, including representatives 
from the Ministry of Interior, the Ministry 
of Economy and Finance, representatives 
of the European Union, representatives 
of the National Committee for Sub-
National Democratic Development 
(NCDD). Representatives of civil society 
organizations and youth in 17 provinces 
/ cities (Koh Kong, Battambang, Banteay 
Meanchey, Takeo, Svay Rieng, Prey 
Veng, Siem Reap, Ratanakiri, Mondulkiri, 
Kampong Thom, Kratie, Stung Treng, 
Kampot, Kep, Kampong Cham, Tbong 
Khum and Phnom Penh), media journalists, 
development partners, researchers, the 
private sector and students. The three 
main objectives of this forum are:
1) Increase public awareness and 
participation in budget transparency and 
accountability, including the process of 
budget planning at the national and sub-
national levels.
2) Provide opportunities for taxpayers, 
including youth, civil society / NGOs, 
to engage with relevant ministries and 
policymakers aimed at increasing public 

Public Forum on “Citizen Engagement in the Budget Formulation 
and Monitoring on Public Budget Expenditure Process”

participation in the national and sub-
national budget planning cycle.
3) Provide opportunities for taxpayers, 
including youth, civil society / NGOs, 
provide input to relevant ministries 
and policy makers aimed at improving 
transparency and accountability of the 
national budget.

Through the results of this forum, the team 
will compile to share with all stakeholders 
to consider some key points to improve 
and ensure a development that does not 
to leave on one behind.

Citizens’ participation in the management 
of public finances is important because it 

helps all stakeholders to understand the 
real needs of the community and promotes 
transparency and accountability towards 
the provision of public services. Said by 
Mr. Chey Sambath Phalla, Chairman of the 
Policy Analysis and Development Unit of 
the National Committee for Sub-National 
Democratic Development (NCDD) on the 
occasion of the opening of the Public 
Forum on “Citizen participation in the 
process of budget planning and monitoring 
of public budget expenditures.”

In addition, Dr. Tek Vannara, Executive 
Director of NGOF, emphasized that the 
participation of citizens in the management 
of public finances is very important 
because it can help local authorities and 
the Investment Planning Commission 
to know the needs. Commitment of 
the community as well as promoting 
transparency and accountability towards 
the achievement of effective public 
services and gain the trust of the people 
even more. If we look at the legal 
framework at the sub-national level, there 
are many laws and policies designed to 
promote public participation, especially in 
the preparation and monitoring of budget 
implementation. But implementation 
of sub-national laws and regulations 
regarding public participation across the 
country is still limited.



I ssue 39  |   p .  9   |  September -  October  2020

3rd Regional Conference on Land and Natural Resources Governance at Kampot Province

On October 2, 2020, 62 civil society 
organizations co-organized the 3rd 
Regional Conference on Land and Natural 
Resources Governance at the Friendship 
Building in Kampot Province. The 
conference was attended by a total of 160 
participants from the Board of Governors, 
Fisheries Administration, Forestry 
Administration, relevant departments, 
indigenous communities, community 
forests, protected areas, Informal 
Resettlement, civil society, development 
partners, the private sector and authorities. 
Sub-national level from 8 provinces (Prey 
Veng, Svay Rieng, Takeo, Kampong Speu, 
Kep, Kampot, Sihanoukville and Koh 
Kong). The regional conference aims to 
engage with the Royal Government of 
Cambodia to improve laws and policies 
related to land, housing, indigenous 
communities and natural resources, 
and to strengthen the implementation 
of laws and regulations to improve land 
governance. And natural resources, with 
a focus on addressing social impacts and 
environmental protection, as well as 
sustainable livelihoods in Cambodia.  

Dr. TEK Vannara, Executive Director, 
described two conferences was held in 
Siem Reap and Battambang Provinces 
in last month with proud of the results 
that all parties, including community 
representatives, sub-national authorities 
and lawmakers to debated and actively 
solved the problems for the community 
with honesty, understanding and mutual 
respect in the highest dignity, especially 
the remaining issues beyond the ability of 
the panel of representatives to agree and 

report to the relevant institutions. The 
requesting intervention in the community 
is which all actors involved in socio-
economic development and environmental 
protection have shown their activism and 
high will in participation contributes to the 
sustainable development of our country.
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13th National Conference on Land and Natural Resources Governance

Phnom Penh, October 27, 2020: 63 civil 
society organizations co-organized 13th 
National Conference on Land and Natural 
Resources Governance at Tonle Bassac 2 
Restaurant with 200 participants, including 
National Assembly representatives (1st 
and 3rd Committees) Ministry of Interior, 
Department of Land Management, Urban 
Planning and Construction, Department 
of Culture of the Ministry of Culture 
and Fine Arts, Fisheries Administration 
of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries, governors of the three 
provinces, civil society organizations, 
communities, private sector, educational 
institutes, and journalist.

The objectives of this conference are 1. 
Provided opportunities for community 
representatives, civil society, government 
at the national and sub-national levels, 
the National Assembly, the Senate, the 
private sector, research institutions, and 
development partners to have frank 
discussions on land issues, indigenous 
peoples’ housing, and natural resource 
management to achieve Sustainable 
Development Goals in Cambodia. 2. 
Together developed recommendations 
and input on key policies to contribute 
to the Royal Government of Cambodia, 
the National Assembly, the Senate, 
and other relevant partners to further 
improve laws, policies and practices and 
the effectiveness of land and resource 

governance to achieve a common strategic 
plan and poverty reduction in Cambodia.

Welcoming Remarks by Dr. Tek Vannara, 
Executive Director of the NGO Forum on 
Cambodia (NGOF) on behalf of organizing 
committee, NGOF co-organized 13th 
National Conference on Land and Natural 
Resources Governance, with 63 national 
and international NGOs, I am pleased to 
extend a warm welcome to all, Ladies and 
Gentlemen who spent their valuable time 
attending the 13th National Conference on 
Land and Natural Resources Governance. 
The conference aims to provide an 
opportunity for the communities, 
sub-national authorities, and relevant 
institutions to meet and discuss to 
improve laws and policies related to land, 
housing, indigenous communities, the 
environment, agriculture, and natural 
resources and strengthen the implement 
laws and regulations aimed to promote 

land and natural resources governance.  
On the other hand, the conference 
focus on addressing social impacts and 
protecting the environment, as well as the 
sustainable development of people’s lives 
in Cambodia.

Keynote Speech by Dr. Pech Sokhem, 
Executive Director of CDRI,  Governance 
and Government its concept of the land 
management and administration covers 
the legal and policy framework for land, 
as well as tradition/formal and practices 
governing land transactions, inheritance 
and dispute resolution. Land governance 
involves a procedure, policies, processes 
and institutions, and decision process.  
Land is not a renewable resource as water 
and forest, which mean that we can not 
increase the land by pouring land into 
the sea to expand the land.  In addition, 
Dr. Sokhem mentioned the history of land 
tenure, agricultural land encroachment 
from the history, and until the French 
colonial period, we had the French law 
in 1863-1953. Until 2001, there was a 
land law to recognize land tenure and 
have recognized the land of indigenous 
communities as well as the people of 
Cambodia began to have land titles.

Opening Remarks at the National 
Conference on “Governance of Land 
and Natural Resources” H.E Tak Vantha, 
High Representative of H.E Nin Saphon, 
Chairman of the Ninth Committee of the 
National Assembly.

Read more at: https://bit.ly/3nx5n8x
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The Annual General Meeting was held 
on 22nd October at Ecumenical Diakonia 
Centre (PPEDC/ICF), Phnom Penh, followed 
by Annual Network Reflection of the NGOF 
partners. There were one hundred and 
forty-one (141) participants (44 females) 
actively participated in the meeting. 
There are from NGOF partners and 
sectoral government agencies including 
representatives from the National 
Committee for sub-national Democratic 
Development (NCDD), Ministry of Interior 
(MoI), Fisheries Administration (FiA), and 
Ministry of Woman Affairs (MoWA).

In addition, the three presentations that 
were shared include:
1. Effectiveness of Natural Resource 

Management (Governance, Law 
Enforcement and Participation, 
Community Livelihood Improvement) 
by Ms. Chan Ratana, Deputy 
Director of Fisheries Community 
Development Department of Fisheries 
Administration.

2. Presentation on Sub-National 
Development Planning and Investment 
Program HE Ly Bunthay, Representative 
of the National Committee for Sub-
National Democratic Development.

3. Presentation on the topic of Budget 
Update, Gender Action Plan for the 
Sector 2021-2023, HE The Chhun 
Hak, Director General of the General 
Department of Gender Equality and 

Economic Development of the Ministry 
of Women’s Affairs.

The evaluation of the NGOF and the 
performance of its members of the past 
year was made after presentation of 
significant Achievements of NGOF and 
the members, presented by Mr. Ouk 
Vannara, NGOF Deputy Executive Director. 
The significant achievements were 
highlighted on change policies, practices, 
and behaviors which were contributed by 
all of the 8 networks for last three years 
(2018-2020).
The results of the evaluation of the 
NGOF and the members will be finalized 
and submitted to the NGOF at the later 
stage due to time consuming for analysis 
of the data gotten from the helps of the 
participants of the Annual Reflection. 

Summary and Closing Remark, presented 
by Dr. Tek Vannara, Executive Director of 
NGOF. He thanked you for all participation 
of the participants for the last two days’ 
meetings. The Reflection results will be 
submitted to NGOF soon for consideration.
By December 2020 the Reflection results 
will be shared among the Networks. We 
all will see the reflection results; and by 
then we will take action accordingly if 
to increase or reduce our commitment 
activities and themes for the next 
three years. Results of Annual Network 

Reflection Surveys, to be shared by the 
Consultant Team at a later stage.
Before the end of my note, he would like 
to thank all the efforts made by you and 
our staff. Also thanked the Reflection 
evaluation teams for their patience in 
guiding our participants to use Digital 
Revolution No.4.
The meeting ended in a very amicable and 
cordial manner.
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Study Visit on Commune Investment Plan (CIP) at Kachoun Commune Governor

NGO Forum Cambodia Bats for Women Empowerment in Climate Action

On 24 September 2020, The NGO 
Forum on Cambodia (NGOF) study visit 
on Commune Investment Plan (CIP) at 
Kachoun Commune Governor which 
located at Kachoun Commune, Vern Sai 
District, Ratanakiri Province.

First of all, Mr. OUK Vannara, Deputy 
Executive Director of NGOF express the 
objective of this meeting aim for the 
process of distribution of budget plan, 
monitoring plan of Commune Sangkat 

Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 22nd September 
2020 – Asia Climate Change Consortium 
member, NGO Forum on Cambodia 
(NGO Forum) in cooperation with UN 
Women organized a training workshop 
on Gender and the NDC in Sunway Hotel 
with two (2) main objectives are: 1) to 
understand the connection of gender and 
climate change, and, 2) to discuss and 
analyze gender integration into the NDC 
review. Welcoming the participants, Dr. 
Tek Vannara, Executive Director of NGO 

Forum Cambodia said, “[w]omen’s roles 
are very important to adapt and mitigate 
climate change as well as sustainable 
natural resources management”.

Inkar Kadyrzhanova, Regional Advisor 
on Gender and Climate Change of UN 
Women based in Bangkok, expressed high 
interest for CSO participation saying, “I 
do appreciate to see CSOs in Cambodia 
have actively participated in the decision-

making process, especially to mainstream 
gender in NDC development”.

Key speakers were representatives from 
CCCA/UNDP in Cambodia, UN Women, 
WEDO focal point for Asia and the Pacific 
in Fiji, UNFCCC, FAO in Bangkok and UN 
Environment Programme.

Source from: ACCC

Investment Plan. We also want to learn 
more on priority needs of commune 
sangkat on the use of budget and the 
cooperation with NGOs on process of 
inputs, discussions, monitoring of donor 
funds supporting and awareness raising 
during the implementation.

Mr. Phan Thongleang, Chief of Kachon 
Commune, said that the commune 
receives 200 million Riels per year, 
mainly used for social services and social 
development. There are 55% is spent on 
administration works (staff’s salaries, 
meeting, materials and etc…). Related to 
Social Services, he emphasizes support 
in preventing violence, helping pregnant 
women, hygiene and education. In 
addition to prioritizing needs, he focuses 
on the principle of coordination with 
local communities. Sometimes, there 

have problems between priority needs 
of communities, we need to study on the 
reality situation facing in the commune 
village which we need to explaining the 
reasons.

He had some suggestions to NGOs should 
provide adequate information on the clear 
objectives and the agreement, in order to 
maintain good cooperation. In addition, 
local communities have problems related 
to the fluctuation of electricity prices and 
the spread out the drugs from the outside, 
which is a cause of violence and problems 
facing in the commune, and this request 
more attention and cooperation with 
relevant stakeholders and authorities to 
keep the safety and security of villages, 
communes and sangkats.
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On The Media

Topic:  9th National Farmer Forum
 The media cover the news, please read more at: 

1. Khmer Times- https://bit.ly/3h8EtCs

2. RFI -  https://bit.ly/35nI2iJ

3. Phnom Penh Post-  https://bit.ly/3m7vJOa

Topic:  National Reflection Workshop on The Implementation of The Cam-
bodia Sustainable Development Goals 2016-2030 and The National Strate-
gic Development Plan 2019-2023

The media cover the news, please read more at: 

1-Reasmey Kampuche: https://bit.ly/2GCU3Iu

2-Phnom Penh Post: https://bit.ly/33y6pdD

3-PNN TV: https://bit.ly/3jAedRH

Topic:  13th National Conference on Land and Natural Resources Gover-
nance 
The media cover the news, please read more at: 

1- BTV: https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1052929915138786

1- PNN TV: https://bit.ly/3kBLSu7 

Topic:  Launching and Dialogue Workshop on Policy Aspects Analysis Report 
of Non-communicable Diseases in Cambodia 
The media cover the news, please read more at: 
Thmey Thme: https://bit.ly/3pJ694X
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HOLIDAYS 2020

04 November
Validation Workshop on EIA Compliance with Banking  
Sectors

26 November
Meeting with Researchers in Cambodia

16-18 December
Annual Reflection Program via online meeting

07 December
CSOs’ Budget Working Group held a meeting with the  
Ministry of Economic and Finance

25 December
16th Donor and Partner Meeting

28-30 December
Annual Reflection 2020 in Kep Province



THANK YOU!

The NGO Forum on Cambodia would like to thanks to our local and international donors  
that always support our good causes missions to support Cambodians in need.

Working Together for Positive Change

The NGO Forum on Social Media! 

Like and follow us Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ngoforumoncambodia
Follow us Twitter https://twitter.com/thengoforum

Subscribe, like and share us YouTube https://www.youtube.com/c/TheNGOForumonCambodia1
Visit our website http://www.ngoforum.org.kh/


