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OPINION

At Upcoming Conference, Cambodia Needs Climate Justice
By

CHHITH SAM ATH
AND UNG SOEUN

till fresh in the minds of
many, last year Cambodia
faced its worst flooding in
many decades. Hang Davi, a Cam
bodian farmer, declared at the
time, ''This flood is the biggest I
have ever seen in my life. The
floods have completely destroyed
our hope." The flood affected over
1.5 million people, killed 2fA), inun
dated 4OO,crn hectares ofcultivated
land, and caused estimated losses
of$520 million. While the causes of
the flooding are numerous, one of
them is likely climate change,
which scientists have found will
cause more frequent occurrences
ofextreme precipitation events.
We bring up the flooding be
cause once again countries around
the world will meet in Qatar at the
annual Conference of Parties next
week to discuss how the world will
address climate change. It is pre
scient for the sake of Cambodia
that they make great strides to
both commit to immediate, long
term cuts in their carbon emissions
and to help developing countries
adapt to the impacts of climate
change.
This is especially important for
Cambodia because while the coun
tly hardly contributes any green
house gas emissions, emitting only
0.29 tons ofcarbon dioxide per capi
ta per year, it is also one ofthe most
vulnerable countries to the impacts
of climate change, especially to
floods and droughts.
Cambodia's high vulnerability is
largely due to the fact that the liveli
hoods of the vast majority of Cam
bodians depend upon natural re
sources, including agriculture, fish
ery and forestly. It is also due to
the fact that Cambodia has a low
adaptive capacity: Nearly 53 per
cent of the total population sur
vives on less than $2 a day and
about one-third of the population
continues to live below the national
povertythreshold of$0.63 a day.
Having suffered immensely,
Cambodia's poor urgently need
help from the international com
munity to address climate change
or their plight will worsen. In re
sponse, a group of civil society
organizations in Cambodia, led by
the NGO Forum on Cambodia and
the members of the NGO Envi
ronment and Climate Change Al
liance, are working for the interests
of vulnerable and poor people and
seeking to play an active role in
bridging the issues and needs of
vulnerable communities to national
and international policymakers.
Therefore, in line with the Cam

S

bodian government delegation we

are developing a joint position and
will work together to advocate for
the poor and vulnerable at the
COP. Our group of CSOs calls for
the fonowing recommendations to
be considered and adopted during
the COP-IS in Doha, Qatar:
Mitigation: In line with more
than 100 countries and numerous
other civil society organizations,
global warming must not rise

beyond 1.5 degrees by 2100. A rise
in temperature higher than this
degree will severely threaten mil
lions of people, especially the poor
in developing countries such as
Cambodia Developed countries
should pledge to cut their emission
by at least 40 percent below 1990
levels by 2020 in order to ensure
the temperature rise below 1.5
degrees. Developed countries
should also make further cuts im-

C.Ht.S~PE.~~E.
S'e.I'TI c. S:"'StEM

""'1>

DIl./l.IN,o..G.£ ovERFlOW
AND

/(UNOFf "PlINK

The CAMBODIA DAILY

Bernard Krisher, Publisher
Deborah Krisher-Steele, Deputy Publisher
Kevin Doyle, Editor-in-Chief
Simon Marks, Executive Editor
James Welsh, Managing Editor; Phann Ana, Managing Editor
Julia Wallace, Managing Editor; Kate Bartlett, Deputy Managing Editor
Barton Biggs, Editor Emeritus; Janelle Kohnert, Foreign Editor; Philip Heijmans, Business
Editor; Joshua Wilwohl, Online Editor; DeneHem Chen, Lauren Crothers, Simon Henderson,
Juliette Hopkins, Denise Hruby, Simon lewis, Ray Macken, Colin Meyn,
Zsombor Peter, Clare Ortblad, Saing Saenthrith, Ben Woods, Associate Editors;
Chham Chansy, Assignment Editor; Michelle Vachon, Feature Writer; Van Roeun,
Weekend Editor; James Kanter, Robin McDowell, Thomas Beller,
Conlributing Editors; Pham Bopha, lor Chandara, Phak Dam, Seng Khunnearie,
Eang Iv'engklng, Kuch Noren, Khuon Norim, Aun Pheap, Hul Reaksirey, Khv Savuihy, Reporers;
Pol Meanith, Chief Translator; Kim Chan, Chev Bunny, Mour Kim Hoeun,
Phuong Chansereivuth, Senior Translators; Sam Sarun, Sok Sidon, Tem Sakhom,
Ouch Sony, Translators; Nhor Bora, Typist

Nuon So Thero, General Manager

Meng Dy, Business ManOQer

Chan Vincent, Art Director; Savang Phathsoda,c. AdveifisinB Director; Chap Pireak,
Circulation Manager; Sim Meng Heang, Hak ;,amehos, gusiness Assistants; Buth
Kimsay, Subscription Manager; Heng Socheata, Khun Silen Design Stoff; Chhun
Sinatlil Collection Director; Chey Pisey, Cheng Sokharn!;j, Office Staff; Sam Phay',
Chier Technical Direc/or; Scott Harlaw/ Matthew ROSin, Jason Wik, Technical
Advisers; Adam Lincoln Steele, Director of Future Planning
The Cambodia Daily is an independent newspaper dedicated to strengthening a
free press and training journalists. Published six times a week in Phnom Penli.
A weekly overseas air mail edition is available at $250 a year.
The following organizations provide their news free of charge:
The Asahi Shimbun, Tlie Washington Past-las Angeles Times News Service, Kyada
News, Dow Jones News Service and McClatchy-Tribune Information Services and
Editors Press Service.
For domestic subscriptioi).( send $15/month or $150/year to:
The Cambodia Daily" 12." Street 228, Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Tel: 855-23-4:':6-602/490; Fax: 855-23-420-573
Advertising & Subscriptions Tel: 855-23-218-127'
Business Fax: 855-23-219-139; E-mail News: editor@cambOdiadaily.com;
Ads and subscriptions: advertising@cambodiadaily.com;
Copyrighl2012 by The Cambodia Daily. All righls ~. The Cambodia Daily is protected
through Irademark regislralion. No part of this periodical may be reproduced in print or
electronically, broadcasl, rewritten or redislribu1ed without written permission from the publisher.
Printed by Enlry IVIeas Prinling House. licensed in 1993 by the Minislry of Inlormalian.

mediately, not waiting until 2020.
Adaptation is a key priority for
Cambodia and all developing coun
tries. The people of Cambodia,
including furrners, women, indige
nous people, and other affected
groups should be compensated for
the negative impacts of climate
change and for lost opportunities
for development
Fast Start Fmance of $30 billion
should be immediately mobilized
at Doha for the period of 2010 to
2012. By 2020, $100 billion per
year should be urgently mobi
li;~ed by developed countries.
Further, funding adaptation in
poor and vulnerable countries
like Cambodia should be given
highest priority.
Enhanced action on technology
development and transfer, includ
ing patent rights on climate-related
technologies, will be central in
enabling the full and effective
implementation ofthe U.N. Frame
work Convention on Climate
Change beyond 2012. UNFCCC
should create and properly fund an
oversight body that will increase
communication between the sever
al established climate change tech
nology transfer initiatives.
More efforts and policies than
these recommendations are need
ed but they would constitute a
good start. Admittedly, climate
change is difficult to address and
for any govemment to sen because
carbon emissions are inviSible, the
impacts are uncertain, and the low
est-cost: solutions are unclear. What
is clear though is that Cambodia
will be one of the countries most
adversely affected and so the soon
er the international community
starts to make more meaningful
long-term commitments to both
adapt to and mitigate climate
change, the lower the costs will be
and the less vulnerable Cambo
dians will be to its effects.
Othith Sam Ath is the executive
director of the NCO Forum on
Cambodia and Ung Soeun is the
coordinator ofthe NCO Environ
ment and Climate Change Al
liance. Both ofthem will attend the
COP-iS in Qatar.
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